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closely associated with Westinghouse, speaking to a gather-
ing of the veterans of the Air Brake Company, said:

I am sure none of us has ever known a man who com-
bined faith, imagination, and courage as they were com-
bined in George Westinghouse. Those who are familiar
with his enterprises are constantly finding new evidence
of these qualities. A very interesting, almost dramatic,
instance came to my attention in London during the last
year of the war. I presume that most men would look
upon the British Westinghouse Company enterprise as
one of Mr. Westinghouse's failures. In one sense it was a
failure. Yet the conception out 01* which that enterprise
grew was the conception of a great man, although a man
whose vision, imagination and courage carried him beyond
the limits of prudence and business discretion. About two
years ago perhaps the strongest group of industrial leaders
in Great Britain made up their minds to enter the electrical
field. They bought the British Westinghouse Company.
One day during the last year of the war one of these men
asked me to spend an evening with him and four or five
of his associates and give them such information as I could
about the early history of the British Westinghouse Com-
pany. Their leader asked me to explain to them the
reasons that prompted Mr. Westinghouse to organize the
British Westinghouse Company and build the great works
at Manchester which until the outbreak of the war were
larger than the business that the company had been able
to secure would justify. I tried to give them Mr. West-
inghouse's conceptions as I remember them: that the alter-
nating current was sure to become the foundation of all
central-station development; that England was an ideal
field for the extensive use and distribution of electricity;
that on a large proportion of the railroads the traffic was
so dense that they were practically suburban roads accord-
ing to American standards; that the most economical
method of providing electric power for the United Kingdom
was by great generating stations near the coal mines so